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Greetings Friends! 
I hope all of you had a wonderful sum-
mer! The York Twinning Association has 
been very active this summer. In review: 
 
FRENCH ADULT EXCHANGE:  
18 members of the organization traveled 
to our Twin City of Arles from July 24th 
to the 31st. Our French friends welcomed 
us warmly, with great hospitality, a wide 
array of activities, and fantastic food and 
wine…c’est magnifique!   
Day 1  We explored  Arles and its historic 
sites (the Roman baths, the amphitheater, 
the coliseum), had lunch at the Twinning 
club, met with  the mayor, and toured 
Arles on the Le Petit Train.  
Day 2 We discovered the Camargue, a 
delta area of the Rhone River between 
Arles and the Mediterranean Sea.  We had 
a fantastic feast of mussels, salad and lo-
cal beef and rice, then climbed aboard a 
hay wagon to mingle among the cattle and 
horses indigenous to the area. On our way 
back to Arles, we stopped at a wildlife 
viewing area and the flats, where the sea 
salt is harvested.   
Day 3 We started at the Marché in Arles 
and ended at the museum of Roman arti-
facts, which also hosted an exhibition of 
work by Rodin. That evening, we were 
invited to the home of our hosts, the Bar-
lets, for a pool party, featuring Spanish 
paella with shrimp, pork, chicken and 
mussels. While the teenagers in the group 
enjoyed the pool, the adults found a guitar 
and enjoyed singing and dancing.  
Day 4  Sunday, was a “free day” with 
groups going in different directions-- 
some went to the beach at Saintes- Marie- 

de-la-Mer to swim in the sea, others went 
to Avignon to explore and shop.   
Day 5 We traveled to Marseilles by bus 
and took in the breathtaking views of the 
city, the port and the sea from the church 
(Notre Dame de la Garde) overlooking the 
area. We had a fabulous lunch with our 
hosts and then boarded a boat to tour the 
marina and the harbor. We wrapped up 
our day in Marseilles at the Musée des 
Civilisations de l’Europe et de la Méditer-
ranée.  
Day 6 We drove to the Alpilles, where we 
toured the hospital where Vincent van 
Gogh recovered, Saint-Rémy-de-
Provence, and then enjoyed a picnic at 
Fonteville. After the picnic, we sampled 
some local wine at a vineyard and toured 
an amazing projected art exhibit set to 
music in the caves near Les-Baux-de-
Provence. The next day, we bid our 
French hosts “au revoir” and ended yet 
another fabulous exchange.  
 
FRENCH STUDENT EXCHANGE:  
7 American students traveled to Arles and 
had a wonderful time. They returned after 
3 weeks with 7 French students, who ex-
plored the York area and environs for a 3 
week stay. Some of the highlights includ-
ed a barbeque hosted by the Andersons, a 
York Revolution game and a bon voyage 
party hosted by the Rogers.  
 
GERMAN STUDENT EXCHANGE: 
20 American students traveled to Lein-
felden Echterdingen, our Twin City in 
Germany. The German students will ar-
rive at York this fall for approximately 3 
weeks.  

FUNDRAISERS: We will have our an-
nual Fall Fashion Show at the York Coun-
try Club on Saturday, October 19, 2013, at 
noon. The fashion show will be similar to 
last year’s, with a change in menu to offer 
some variety to our supporters. The 12th 
Night Holiday Home Tour is set for 
Sunday, January 5, 2014 at 1pm. A big 
thank you to Ardie Gable and Lori Rene 
Weyant for heading the Fall Fashion 
Show and to Mary Homsher for heading 
the Holiday Home Tour—these two 
events account for a large portion of the 
operating budget, making the exchanges 
possible! 
 
Next Meeting: I hope to see all of you at 
our September Membership Meeting on 
Tuesday, September 24, 2013 at 7pm, at 
Country Meadows, where I will present 
a PowerPoint Presentation of the Adult 
Exchange to Arles this summer. If you 
attended, please come to lend your experi-
ences from the trip and if you were unable 
to join us, please come to see what a typi-
cal exchange can be as you consider par-
ticipation in future trips! 
See you at the meeting! 

 
 
 
 

YORK Twinning? Qu’est-ce que c’est que ça? 
What is YORK Twinning? Over 50 years ago, a group of persistent dedicated folks, separated by thousands of miles, em-
braced the concept that by breaking down barriers of communication, a bond of friendship could be created among peo-
ples of different cultures, of different religions, of different ancestry. What evolved was a people-to-people visitation ex-
change buoyed by the president of the U.S., local political leaders, educators, and everyday citizens. York has been 
twinned with Arles, France, since 1954, and Leinfelden-Echterdingen, Germany, since 1981, creating ‘many years of inter-
national friendship!’ 
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FRENCH STUDENT  

EXCHANGE 

 

T his summer, we had a wonder-
ful student exchange with our 

sister city in Arles.  There were sev-
en students that participated.  Sa-
mantha Anderson of Dallastown, 
Rebecca Dellinger of York Subur-
ban, Sarah Frey of Central York and 
Anne Berg, Hannah Jensen, Whitnee 
McGowan and Kelly Rogers of Sus-
quehannock and KristinWitmer, the 
chaperone, travelled to Arles on June 
29th.  They had a lovely experience 
in France travel- 

ing and spending time with their new 
friends.  Upon their return to York 
with their new French friends, they 
experienced a barbecue hosted by the 
Andersons, a York Revolution game, 
and a bon voyage party hosted by the 
Rogers.   
 
Madame Witmer is looking for high 
school students who would like to 
travel to Arles, France, next summer. 
They must be at least 16 years  
old and have completed at least 2  

years of French before the trip. They 
are also invited to attend our Novem-
ber meeting where past students will 
share their experiences.  Madame 
Witmer, French Student Coordinator, 
will also be there to answer ques-
tions and pass out applications. If 
you would like more information 
about the exchange or would like an 
application, please contact Madame 
at 717-332-6438 madamedou-
bleve@hotmail.com 

Merci ! 
 

 
 

French Student Exchange Participants —Pictured above: 
Seated (pictured left to right) Kelly Rogers, Rebecca Dellinger, Leo Touzin, Elia Flatry Sarah Frey 
Standing Karin Lopez (Student Coordinator in Arles) Kristin Witmer (Student Coordinator in York) Samantha An-
derson, Lea Martin, Laure-Helene Jacquet, Orlane Bouhaja, Alicia Gourgues, Whitnee McGowan, Gaetan Jacquet, 
Anne Berg, Hannah Jensen 


Submitted by Kristin Witmer 

 

A  nominating committee 
is being formed to select 

interested persons who will be-
come the officers for the York 
Twinning Association for the 
next two years. The slate of nom-
inees will be presented at the Oc-
tober 22 board meeting.  
 
Offices to be filled are President, 
Vice President,  Secretary, Treas-
urer, VP Hospitality, Member- 
ship Chairperson and Fundraising 

Coordinator. Notify Joel Reiter if 
you are interested in serving an 
office.  
 
IMPORTANT  NOTICE 
 
Jamie Hoffman will be taking 
over the data base to update and 
coordinate membership. She is 
requesting that everyone send her  
an email confirming that you are  
indeed a member in good stand- 

 
 

ing and  be sure to include your 
USPS mailing and email address-
es. Contact her at jamiehoff-
man3540@gmail.com 
    

WEBSITE UPDATE 
 

Joel Reiter will meet with YTA 
member, Suzanne Glatfelter, and 
others regarding ameliorating 
YTAs website. Louise Soskin has 
offered to update Facebook.   

YTA LEADERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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T his year's student exchange group 
from the York Twinning Associa-

tion had the opportunity to live in and 
travel around Leinfelden-Echterdingen 
this summer from June 23rd to July 
15th.  The group of 20 students from 6 
York County high schools and their 
chaperones, Molly Wiles, Steve Wiles, 
and Kelly Lynch, were treated to three 
weeks of German hospitality.  Every-
one was hosted by German families in 
the LE area and had the opportunity to 
attend school, visit museums and local 
attractions, and experience German 
life.  
  
This year's highlights were trips to 
Tuebingen, Esslingen, and Mu-

nich.  The group loved staying in the 
greater Stuttgart area, too, and espe-
cially loved making pretzels at the 
bakery in Oberaichen and taking a boat 
ride on the Neckar River.  The German 
families who hosted the group were 
incredible.  Not only did they open 
their homes but they went above and 
beyond what was asked by taking stu-
dents to France, Italy, Austria, and 
Switzerland on weekends and packing 
lunches every day for day trips.  
  
The members of the group attended 
three schools while there.  Immanuel 
Kant Gymnasium, Immanuel Kant Re-
alschule, and Philip-Matthias-Hahn 

Gymnasium were more than gracious 
hosts and showed our students what 
German schools are like. Our students 
were able to attend classes, eat in the 
cafeterias, and in some cases, go   
on class field trips with their host 
brother or sister.  It was very interest-
ing for everyone in the group to see the 
differences between American and 
German schools.  This summer's trip 
was a great success and everyone had 
the opportunity to speak German, ex-
perience German culture and food, and 
meet a lot of new friends.  The Ger-
mans will be back to visit us on Octo-
ber 10th and it will be exciting to re-
ciprocate the generosity that was 
shown to us this summer.  

GERMAN STUDENT 

EXCHANGE 

MY TRIP TO ARLES 
by 

Nicole Van Newkirk 
 

M y trip to Arles, France, was 
probably the most enriching 

experience in my life so far. We 
stayed with Annie and Jean-Marie 
and they took such good care of us. 
We were always fed very well with 
strange sounding meals that were 
actually quite good. One of the 
courses included cheese, of course! 
 
The entire Twinning group was 
very kind as well. I loved the plac-
es we went to. They were all so 
historic and interesting., especially 
Van Gogh’s asylum. We went into 
his bedroom and got to see where 
he lived and we walked the hall-
ways he walked!  
 
All in all, this was such much more 
than I could have asked for and I 
thank everyone who made it possi-
ble! 
 
Editor’s note: Nicole, age 13, and her 
cousin Sydney, age 11, went on the 
Adult French Exchange with their 
grandmother, Carolyn Van Newkirk. 
When asked what were the favorite 
parts of the trip, the responses (with 
no prompting) were places where Van 
Gogh lived and Rodin’s The Thinker! 

 
Submitted by Molly Wiles 

AMERICAN GUIDE TELLS STORY OF U.S. FOUNDING  
FATHERS IN PARIS submitted by Frederick Hoefert 

P ARIS (AP) - The tourist 
hordes crowding the entrance 

to Paris’ Musee d’Orsay may be 
too occupied fighting to keep their 
place in line to notice, but just 
steps away is a monument that 
symbolizes the centuries-long re-
lationship of France with the Unit-
ed States. 
 
There, on the Left Bank landing of 
the Leopold-Sedar-Senghor foot-
bridge, a larger-than-life bronze 
statue of the third U.S. President 
Thomas Jefferson keeps watch 
from the very spot where the real-
life Jefferson took in some of 
Paris’ architectural wonders more 
than 200 years ago.  
 
It’s here that American author and 
teacher Sheri Segall begins her 
“Founding Fathers” tour of Par-
is—a three-hour walk through the 
streets where Jefferson, Benjamin 
Franklin, Thomas Paine and others 
took inspiration and forged diplo-
matic ties that led to the success of 
the American Revolution. 
 
Segall states that  during his years 
as U.S. ambassador to France, Jef-
ferson was so fascinated by the 

Musee d’Orsay that he’d sketch 
repeatedly and use those sketches 
as the basis for remodeling Monti-
cello, Jefferson’s home in Virgin-
ia.  
 
“Jefferson was a horrible spend-
thrift as well as an incredibly cul-
tured man,” Seagall says, describ-
ing his frequent shopping sprees 
here as well as across the Seine  
the site of many fine boutiques. 
Jefferson amassed a book collec-
tion partly from riverside kiosks 
and later donated it to relaunch the 
Library of Congress after the li-
brary was burnt by British troops 
invading Washington in the War 
of 1812.    
 
Segall’s tour meanders the wind-
ing backstreets of Paris, passes 
through tourist-clogged attrac-
tions, and ends at Picpus cemetery 
where Lafayette is buried, a U.S. 
flag flies over his grave. 
 
If you go… 
Founding Fathers in Paris Tour  
By reservation—15 Euros ($20) 
lire.et.partir@wanadoo.fr  or 
http://www.lireetpartir.com (in 
French)  



 
    

 
 

October 19   Fashion Show 

Please note new highlights for 2013: 

  
Contact Lori Rene Weyant lorirene1@hotmail.com  or 
717-891-3732 to make reservations as the show will be 
ticketless this year.  

 Menu 
       House Salad with Poppy Seed Dressing 

 Sage Chicken with Autumn Risotto 
 Country Club Signature Ice Cream Sundae 

 Coffee and Tea    Spirits available   
 
Sponsor a table of 8 and enter to win an overnight stay at 
the Yorktowne Hotel with breakfast for two! 
  
 Chairman: Ardella Gable 717-741-1479 

   

January 5      Twelfth Night 

 

The Twelfth Night Home Tour will be held Sunday, Janu-
ary 5, 2014. We are still in the planning stages but will have 
more information soon. 
 
Chairman: Mary Homsher mary@vidmardistributors.com  
or 717-846-1624 

TREASURER’S  REPORT 
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BALANCE General Fund 
   
  Aug. 26, 2013   April14, 2013  
 

Beginning of period $28,396.17  — 
 
End of period $12,878.35*     $28,396.17 

Marguerite Eriksson Scholarship Fund 
 
CD   $4,166.75       $4166.75 
Savings Acct.**      699.50         3069.41 
 
* Reflects deposits held for German student airfare which 
will be disbursed in May. 
**Reflects $2000.00 in scholarship funds and $500.00 
O’Connor scholarship donation. 
 

York Twinning travelers and their Arlesian hosts pause for a moment to have their picture taken during their busy week in 
southern France. Photo courtesy of Joel Reiter. 
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Tuesday, September 24, 7pm 
       Membership Meeting* 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Saturday,October 19,12noon 
 
 

Tuesday, October 22, 7pm 
          

Board Meeting**  
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, November  26, 7pm 
       Membership Meeting*   
 
 
Tuesday, December 17, 7pm 
 Board Meeting ** 
 
Sunday, January 5, 2014 
 1:00-5:00 pm 
  
            Twelfth Night Home            
 Tour 
 
Tuesday, January 28, 7 pm 
      Membership Meeting 
 
*Membership meetings are held 
at Country Meadows, Leaders 
Heights, 2700 Pine Grove Road, 
second floor chapel. 
 
**Board meetings are held at 
1120 Brookway Drive, York, PA.                                                   

MEETING 

SCHEDULE 

Joel Reiter and others 
who went on the Adult 
Exchange to Arles, 
France, during the 
summer, will tell 
about their experienc-
es: Lots of pictures 
and lots of stories!   

Fashion Show  - see 
advertisement 

Slate of officers for 
2014 and 2015 will be 
presented. 

Students who went on 
the French and German  
exchanges will present a 
program  filled with 
pictures and anecdotes.  



P.O. Box 21318  
York, Pennsylvania 17402 

 
This newsletter is being distributed either via email or through the United States Postal Service. Please no-
tify us through the email account yorktwinning@gmail.com or through the USPS,   P.O. Box 21318, York, 
PA 17402 if there need to be corrections to your address, you want to change the mode of delivery, or if 
you are no longer interested and wish to be taken off the lists.. 
 
Look for us soon on an updated and current website  www.freewebs.com/yorktwinning and/or on a rejuve-
nated Facebook page. We acknowledge that social media is the preferred method for communication and 
are making efforts to update our ’pages’.  

COMMUNICATIONS EVOLUTION 


